
“Climate is what you expect, 
weather is what you get.”



US Department Of Commerce (USDOC)

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Service Office (WSO) Pago Pago



NWS MISSION

“Provide weather, water and climate data, forecasts, warnings, 
and impact-based decision support services for the protection 
of life and property and enhancement of the national economy.”

Tsunami Alerts



LOCAL STAFF 

✓Local
➢Meteorologist in Charge (1-MIC)

➢Meteorologists (4-Mets)

➢Meteorological Technicians (3-Met-Techs)

➢Electronic Technician (1-ET)

➢Administrative Support Assistant (1-ASA)

✓National
➢ Staffing ~22+ employees



PARTNERSHIP
✓Local

• American Samoa Department of Homeland Security (ASDHS)
• American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA)
• Department of Port Administration (DPA)

✓National
• Joint Typhoon Warning Center (JTWC)
• Central Pacific Hurricane Center (CPHC)
• Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC)
• United States Geological Survey (USGS))

✓ International
• Fiji Meteorological Service (Fiji Met-Service)
• Samoa Meteorological Service (Samoa Met-Service)
• Wellington Volcanic Ash Advisory Center (VAAC)



ROLES

✓Issue all Warnings, Advisories, and Watches 
➢Weather

• Hydrology (flash flood)

• Tropical Cyclones

• Marine (coastal water)

• Aviation (hourly observations-METARS)

• Weather Spotters

➢ Climate

➢ Tsunami

➢ Weather Ready Nation (WRN) Ambassador



Seasons and Products

✓Hurricane Season: November-April

✓Trade-wind Season: June-September

✓Transitional Months: May and October

Regular/Daily Products

✓Zone (Land) Forecast 

✓Coastal (Marine) Forecast

Handouts

✓What it Means…

✓Terminology

✓Tropical Cyclone Evolution, Impacts and Damages

✓Tsunami Alert Levels



Tropical Cyclone Birthplace



Tropical Cyclone Threats
✓Rainfall

✓Wind

✓Storm Surge/Tide

✓Rip Current

✓Tornado/Waterspout











Tsunami Alerts





CHALLENGES

• Uncertainties

• Minimal data

• Limited tools and resources

• Short staff for 24hr/365 coverage

• Shift work



QUESTIONS?

Weather Service Office Pago Pago

789 Airport Rd

Pago Pago, AS 96799

Phone: 699-9130; Fax: 699-1550 

Operations Email: nws.pr.pago.operations@noaa.gov

Website: www.weather.gov/ppg

Automated Public Forecast: 699-9333

Social Media Platforms: @NWSPagoPago

mailto:nws.pr.pago.operations@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/ppg

