
Resilience in climates of change. 

 Associate Professor Siautu Alefaio-Tugia



Resilience 
What is it?

When a shock or 
disturbance arises, such as a 
disaster, a resilient 
individual or group are able 
to purposefully identify, 
access and utilise available 
resources 
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In disaster context 
RESILIENCE and 
VULNERABILITY go hand in 
hand
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2021 2023 – Auckland Airport



CLIMATES OF CHANGE
DISASTER RESILIENCE

DISASTER HUMANITARIAN

RESPONSE RECOVERY INTERNATIONAL 

AID

PACIFIC DIASPORA

VISIBLE 
Traditional Frameworks

Tama 
Fanau

Children of the 
Pacific diaspora

Carrier

of PI 
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& language 

Facilitator
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Bridge

✢Buffers of cultural-safety

✢Carriers of Pacific-Indigenous 
knowledge+language

✢Facilitators of 
communication 
exchange

✢Bridge-builders 
across agencies



Pacific peoples in Aotearoa

60%

The Pacific Diaspora

91.6% 65.9%

Born in Aotearoa Speak English Live in Auckland



Global frameworks

A framework focused on 

disaster risk reduction

Sendai Framework

A focus on SIDS achieving 

Sustainable development 

goals

SAMOA Pathway

17 Global Sustainable 

development goals to 

reach by 2030

UNSDGS



National

National 
Disaster 
Resilience 
Strategy

National Civil 
Defence 
Emergency 
Management 
Plan 

Resilience 
Strategy for 
Natural Hazard 
Risk Reduction 

Resilient 
Religious 
Communities



Our
Landscape

"Traditionally sites of 

resilience" 

(Campbell, 2009)

Knowledge systems

Spiritual beliefs deeply 

connected with nature 

(Nunn et al., 2016)

FAITH - Spirituality

a “political tool to trap 

recipients into aid 

dependency”(Funaki, 2016)

The effect of aid

“a defining feature or 

characteristic of Pacific 

people” (Lilo et al., 2020)

Pacific cultures



O le e lave i tigā, o le ivi, le toto, ma le a’ano”

He who rallies in my hour of need is my kin”

Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi (Former Head of State, Samoa)

Samoa Psychosocial response and recovery

1 year on…..
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